
I t ’s easy

with a plannedgift. 

Extend your life’s work

Planned giving 

increases wealth.

Change the world

Breaking the cycle of domestic violence
Domestic Violence Solutions for Santa Barbara
County (formerly Shelter Services for Women) works
to end the intergenerational cycle of domestic 
violence by providing prevention and intervention
services and by challenging society’s attitudes,
beliefs and behaviors to effect social change. 

Since 1977, Domestic Violence Solutions has
offered 24-hour emergency shelter for women 
and children fleeing from domestic violence. 
Every year DVS:

• Provides safe and secure housing and support 
services to more than 600 women and children

Solutions encourages donors to leave unrestricted
funds, whenever possible. That way, we have the 
freedom to use your gift where it is needed most. 

Gifts of property There are various ways to fund gifts
of property. Real estate or other property can be used
to fund a charitable trust or a life estate agreement.

Charitable trusts A charitable trust is an asset or
cash placed in trust that pays a fixed percentage of
the fair market value of the trust each year to one or
more beneficiaries. There are two main types of 
charitable trusts:

A Charitable Remainder Trust provides for a 
specified distribution at least annually to one or more
beneficiaries, at least one of which is not a charity. 
For example, a charitable remainder trust can be
established to pay the donor (or another beneficiary,
such as a spouse or child) an income stream for 
as long as the donor or other beneficiary lives, 
whereupon the remainder of the trust will be paid 
to Domestic Violence Solutions.

A Charitable Lead Trust is the inverse of a charitable
remainder trust, in that it leads with a payment stream
to charity and, at the end of the trust’s term, confers
the remainder of the trust on a non-charitable benefi-
ciary, such as the grantor or others. Charitable lead

It’s easy to plan a gift that benefits you and
Domestic Violence Solutions. Thanks to the variety
of planned gifts available, you don’t have to be
particularly wealthy, nor do you have to part with
anything now. You just have to want to make the
world a better place—particularly for women and
children battered by domestic violence. 

• Answers more than 3,300 
domestic violence crisis calls

• Responds with law enforcement to more 
than 800 domestic violence 9-1-1 calls

• Provides clinical counseling to more than 200 
family members affected by domestic violence

• Works to change attitudes, beliefs and 
behaviors that support violent behavior 
in more than 200 perpetrators

• Educates nearly 9,000 teens about 
healthy relationships

Your planned gift can change the world for women
and children fleeing domestic violence.

Donor benefits
Planned gifts also offer important benefits to you,
the donor. They can:

• Preserve your capital, thereby increasing 
the income generated by the asset 

• Preserve your capital, thereby increasing 
the inheritance passed on to heirs

• Reduce or eliminate capital gains tax 
• Reduce or eliminate estate taxes
• Result in an immediate charitable tax deduction

Types of planned gifts
Bequests A bequest is the simplest and most 

common form of planned giving. It simply requires
naming Domestic Violence Solutions for Santa Barbara
County in your will. You may add a line that reads, 
for example, “I bequeath the sum of $ ____________ 
to Domestic Violence Solutions for Santa Barbara
County, to be utilized as its Board of Directors deems
appropriate.” Or, “I bequeath the property located at
(address) to Domestic Violence Solutions for Santa
Barbara County . . .” 

Although donors may always designate the use 
for which their gift is intended, Domestic Violence
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trusts are typically created
when interest rates are low,
increasing the present value
of the charitable donation,
while decreasing the taxable
value of the remainder that
goes to heirs. Donors gain 
an immediate tax deduction,
reduce their estate tax liabil-
ity, and increase the wealth passed on to heirs.
Plus, Domestic Violence Solutions, as your charita-
ble beneficiary, benefits immediately.

Life estate agreements A life estate agreement
allows you to donate your residence to Domestic
Violence Solutions, qualify for an immediate tax
deduction, and continue to live in and enjoy your
property for as long as you, and/or your spouse, 
may live. At the end of the term of the agreement,
ownership of the residence transfers to Domestic
Violence Solutions.

Gift annuities A gift annuity differs from a chari-
table trust in two important ways. A gift annuity
pays the donor a fixed, guaranteed income (rather
than a percentage of the trust), and it allows the
donor to defer income payments to a later date,
during which time the asset used to fund the annuity
grows, increasing the income eventually distributed.
Also, a gift annuity can be structured to meet a variety
of personal needs and intentions: to pay a lifetime
income to a friend or family member before donating
the remainder to charity; to increase retirement
income while gaining an immediate tax deduction;
or to increase the income generated from highly
appreciated securities by avoiding capital gains tax.
All of these annuities also result in a valuable gift to
Domestic Violence Solutions.

Plannedgiving

Make a difference

an investment in the future

Giving
to preserve wealth:

Planning a gift to 

Domestic Violence Solutions

for Santa Barbara County

If you would like to know more about making a
planned gift to Domestic Violence Solutions, please
call us at (805) 963-4458, ext. 13.

Our planned giving consultant will be happy to 
talk with you and/or your financial advisor to create 
a gift that reflects your deepest aspirations—for 
yourself, your heirs, and the community—both now
and in the future.

An investment in the future
These are just a few of the many types of planned 
gifts that can be created to benefit Domestic Violence
Solutions, fulfill your own life’s purpose, while gener-
ating tax and other financial benefits for you and 
your heirs. 

Your planned gift to Domestic Violence Solutions
can help to ensure that, no matter what the future
holds, there will always be a safe place for women 
and children to escape from domestic violence. 
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