
Adopt an Apartment,Adopt an Apartment,
Save a Life

Please review the chart below to see what you might 
do to help us reach our goal.

“I’m a very lucky woman. I’m alive. 
I got a chance to start again.”

—A former DVS resident

Ensure that there will always be shelter for victims of domestic violence

Name an emergency shelter in perpetuity $7,000,000

Name a transitional housing facility in perpetuity $4,500,000

Name an emergency apartment in perpetuity $1,200,000

Name a transitional apartment in perpetuity $328,000

Name an emergency apartment for a year $ 62,000

Name a transitional apartment for a year $ 16,000

Th irty years ago, there were no shelters in Santa 
Barbara County for domestic violence victims. Now, 
thanks to the support of generous people like you, we 
have the means to keep women and children safe and 
sound, while they work to rebuild their lives. Help 
us ensure that there will  always be safe shelters for 
women and children fl eeing domestic violence.

Th ank you for your support.

“I’m very grateful to DVS for all they did for us. 
I want other women to know that they can make it, 
too. Th ey don’t have to stay stuck in a nightmare.”

—A former DVS resident and mother of four

Mariposa House, Santa Maria

PO Box 1536, Santa Barbara, CA 93102
(805) 963-4458

We’ve come a long way
Th irty years ago in Santa Barbara County, there was 
no safe and confi dential place a family could go to 
escape an abusive relationship. 

Since 1977, however, Domestic Violence Solutions 
for Santa Barbara County has been securing the safety for Santa Barbara County has been securing the safety 
of women and children fl eeing domestic violence. We of women and children fl eeing domestic violence. We 
operate three emergency shelters (one each in Santa 
Barbara, Santa Maria, and Lompoc) where as many 
as 17 families can stay for up to 45 days. Our two 
transitional housing programs can house 22 families 
for up to 18 months. 



No one dreams of growing up and living in a domestic 
violence shelter

Yet for women and children whose own homes have 
become places of terror, these simple accommodations 
mean life, safety, and a chance to start again. Each 
year, more than 500 women and children live in our 
shelters and transitional housing facilities while they 
heal from the violence they have experienced and 
prepare themselves to establish their own, violence-free 
households. 

The need continues
“Vanessa,” a recent program graduate, survived a brutal 
10-year marriage, fi nally escaping by jumping from her 
husband’s pick-up at a stop sign and running for freedom 
with her toddler in her arms. Although her husband soon 
caught up with her, a woman in a nearby offi  ce saw her 

$16,000 per year to operate each of our 22 transitional 
housing apartments. Th is includes:
• Four client advocate salaries
• Two children’s coordinator salaries
• Two residential program manager salaries
• Utilities, maintenance, and repairs
• Furniture and furnishings (which go with the family 

when a woman graduates to independent living)

(Th e diff erence between emergency shelter and 
transitional housing costs is primarily a function of 
staffi  ng costs, which are greater at the emergency 
shelters because women and children need intensive 
support the fi rst 30-45 days after leaving a relationship. 
Shelter staff  also provide 24-hour coverage of our four 
crisis lines and DVERT response with law enforcement. 
By the time women graduate to our 
transitional housing programs, they 
have achieved a degree of stability in 
their lives and need less assistance 
from staff . )

“Adopt an Apartment” is a campaign to 
ensure that these lifesaving, confi dential 
housing and support services are always 
available, no matter what. How? By 
identifying benefactors willing to 
underwrite their costs—for a year, 
or forever. 

We are working to establish an 
endowment of $30,000,000, which 
would ensure the ongoing existence our 
residential programs. We can reach this 

struggle and came outside, cell phone to her 
ear, warning that she had called the police. Th e 
police soon arrested him, brought Vanessa’s other 
children from school, and the family reunited at 
a DVS emergency shelter. 

With DVS’ support, Vanessa was able to 
fi nd a job, plus start her own cosmetics sales 
business, open a savings account, buy a car, and 
move herself and her children into their own 
apartment, where they now live free from the 
terror that dominated their lives for so many 
years. On the eve of her departure from DVS’ 
transitional housing program, Vanessa said, “I 
came here crawling, but I’m leaving on my 
own two feet.”

24-hour response, client counseling and advocacy, 
children’s programs, and group living make these 
programs labor-intensive

Staffi  ng and maintaining these residential programs 
makes up the largest component of DVS’ annual 
budget. It costs DVS:

$62,000 per year to operate each of our 17 emergency 
shelter apartments. Th is includes:
• 13 client advocate salaries (on call 24 hours/day)
• Th ree children’s coordinator salaries
• Th ree shelter coordinator salaries
• Utilities, maintenance, food, repairs, and direct 

client assistance
• Bed and bath linens and other emergency 

personal items

goal one apartment at a time. Every journey must begin 
with the leaders who take the fi rst steps. Can you be 
one of those leaders? 

You can “adopt an apartment” for a year, or “endow an 
apartment” for a lifetime. Would you be willing to have 
a DVS apartment named in your honor—for a year or 
in perpetuity? 

Naming opportunities
An apartment named after you or a loved one would 
be a moving tribute to a generous individual. It would 
also become a continuing inspiration to every woman 
and child who lives in that apartment—recognizing 
that a stranger cared enough about them to purchase a 
home—and secure their freedom. 

“I have seen the damage domestic violence infl icts 
on our community, and I have seen 

the life-saving work Domestic Violence Solutions 
performs in the face of that violence.”

—Danny Macagni, Santa Maria Police Chief

“I cried the day I entered the shelter. 
Th is was not how my life was supposed to turn out! But 

now I think of it as the best day of my life. I got so much 
out of the program. I got my life back.”

—A former DVS resident
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